
 Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School 
Drawing – Skills and Knowledge Progression 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year6 
Pupils recognises that 
different artists have 
different styles. 
 
Marks are created by 
pushing down 
Tracing over lines 
makes them darker 
Larger tools create 
thicker lines. 
 
Begin to use a variety 
of drawing tools – 
e.g. finger, stick, 
pencil, coloured 
pencils, pastels, 
chalk. 

Use drawings to tell a 
story from retelling 
or from imagination.  

Investigate different 
lines - thick, thin, 
wavy, straight. 

Explore different 
textures and 
experiment with 
mark making to 
illustrate these. 

Ensure sensitivity and 
visual awareness. 

Encourage accurate 
drawings of people 
that include all the 
visible parts of the 
body. (head, hands, 
fingers) 

Pupils begins to develop a level of detail in their 
drawings using accuracy and purpose e.g. a facial 
features, fingers and small details – glasses, 
eyelashes freckles  

Pupils compare the work of different artists. 
Identify their techniques and style. Pencils have 
different grades Shade is created by light being 
blocked. Begin to show an awareness of scale and 
ratio 

Pupils now that art has been used to further 
scientific study. Compare and contrast the depiction 
of perspective in different artwork. 

Can communicate 
something about 
themselves in their 
drawing. 

Can create moods in 
their drawings. 

Can draw using pencil 
and crayons. 

Can draw lines of 
different shapes and 
thickness, using 2 
different grades of 
pencil. 

Can understand the 
qualities of different 
media and understand 
how they can be used. 

 

Continue as Year 1 to 
experiment with tools and 
surfaces. 

Continue to draw a way of 
recording experiences and 
feelings.  

Look at drawings and 
comment thoughtfully, 
begin to discuss use of 
shadows, use of light and 
dark.  

Sketch to make quick 
records of something.  

Work out ideas through 
drawing  

 
 

Experiment with the 
potential of various 
pencils (2B - HB) to 
show tone, texture etc.  

Encourage close 
observation of objects 
in both the natural and 
man-made world.  

Observe and draw 
simple shapes.  

 Draw both the positive 
and negative shapes i.e 
draw both the outline 
of the object and the 
shapes it creates within 
it.  

Make initial sketches as 
a preparation for 
painting and other 
work.  

Encourage more 
accurate drawings of 
people – particularly 
faces looking closely at 
where feature and the 
detail they have  

 

Identify and draw the 
effect of light (shadows) 
on a surface, on objects 
and people.  

Introduce the concepts of 
scale and proportion.  

Encourage more accurate 
drawings of whole people, 
building on their work on 
facial features to include 
proportion, placement 
and shape of body.  

Work on a variety of 
scales, A4 (wrist 
movement), larger (to 
involve development of 
arm and upper body 
movement and visual 
perceptions)  

Computer generated 
drawings.  

Drawing from direction 

Observe and use a variety 
of techniques to show the 
effect of light on objects 
and people e.g. use 
rubbers to lighten, use 
pencil to show tone, use 
tones of the same colour.  

Look at the effect of light 
on an object from 
different directions.  

Use a variety of 
techniques to interpret 
the texture of a surface 
e.g. mark making, 
different textured paint.  

Produce increasingly 
accurate drawings of 
people.  

Produce increasingly 
detailed preparatory 
sketches for painting and 
other work.  

Introduce the concept of 
perspective.  

Work on a variety of 
scales and collaboratively.  

Independently selects 
materials and techniques 
to use to create a specific 
outcome 

Observe and use a variety 
of techniques to show the 
effect of light on objects 
and people e.g. use 
rubbers to lighten, use 
pencil to show tone, use 
tones of the same colour.  

Look at the effect of light 
on an object from 
different directions  

Use a variety of 
techniques to interpret 
the texture of a surface 
e.g. mark making, 
different textured paint.  

Produce increasingly 
accurate drawings of 
people. 

Produce increasingly 
detailed preparatory 
sketches for painting and 
other work.  

Introduce the concept of 
perspective.  

Work on a variety of 
scales and collaboratively. 

Independently selects 
materials and techniques 
to use to create a specific 
outcome. 

 


